Albert Sabin and Bioethics: Testing at the Chillicothe Federal Reformatory
Activity 3. Dr. Sabin’s letter to Dr. McKay

Student Name Date

May 4, 1956

Dr. Dewey C. MacKay
Chief Medical Officer
Federal Reformatory
Chillicothe, Ohio

Dear Dr. MacKay:

This is to let you know that if any of the 47 participants
in the polio test which was begun in April 1956 are to be released from the
institution in the near future, they will be entitled to the three free days and
the honorarium of $25.00 in appreciation of the services which they have
rendered already. A check for $1,175.00 to cover the honoraria will be
forwarded to you in the next few days.

Although my records show that one of the participants,

| was not scheduled for release until I 1956 he
indicated yesterday that he expected to be discharged the end of [Jjjj 1956.
If that is the case ] hope that the authorities will be informed as soon as
possible of the three free days which he has earned.

According to my records the following additional men may
be considered for early release:

It might be advisable to check with the administrative
officers regarding the date of release of these men and to notify them that
they would be entitled to three free days.

Many thanks for your help.

Sincerely yours,

Albert B. Sabin, M. D.

Letter to Dr. Dewey MacKay (describing money and free time reward)
Original courtesy of University of Cincinnati, Albert B. Sabin Archives,
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